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Seminar: Benefits of Hierarchy and Adaptivity

The seminar will be roughly organized like a scientific conference. That means, it will start with
a call for papers—each student has to hand in a paper on the given topic. After that, there will be
a peer review by the other students. Finally, the seminar talks will be given in three or four block
sessions.

Seminar outline and schedule

Preparation of Handout (to be handed in by May 25)
Each student will have to prepare a paper on his or her topic. The extent of the paper
should be eight pages (not less than seven, not more than nine pages – please see the note
on grading, below!).

Peer review (deadline: June 15)
After that, each paper will be reviewed by two fellow students. Consequently, each stu-
dent has to review two other papers. The reviews should include

• correction of errors (spelling and typing errors as well as factual erros)

• suggestions for improvements (structure of the paper, missing or superfluous parts,
parts that are hard to understand, etc.); this part of the review should cover about
one page.

Update of handout (deadline: June 29)
After the review deadline, each student will receive two reviews for the paper. The stu-
dents should then improve and correct their papers according to the reviews.

Preparation and Presentation of the Talk (June 25–July 3)
The seminar talks will be given in several sessions presumably during the week from June
25. The talks will be grouped by topics. You are explicitly encouraged to coordinate the
contents of your talks, if necessary and appropriate. The duration of the talks should be
30–40 minutes at most, plus 10 minutes for questions (during and after the talks). An
overhead projector for slides, and a video projector for laptop presentations is available.
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Meetings

Each student should schedule at least two appointments during the preparation phase:

• first meeting approx. mid of May:
to discuss the exact contents of the paper and presentation;

• second meeting end of May or early June:
for feedback on the paper and possible corrections in the presentation;

In addition, we will have one further seminar session on May 27 on details of the reviewing
process and some hints on creating the presentation slides.

Submission

Papers and reviews have to be handed in to Miriam Mehl (mehl@in.tum.de) or Michael Bader
(bader@in.tum.de) in electronic form (PDF or Word).

Grading

Every task of the seminar will be evaluated. The final grade for the seminar will be computed as
a weighted average of the individual perfomances (handout, review, presentation, presentation
slides). Approx. 40 % of the grades will depend on the presentation, an additional 40 % will
depend on the paper submitted by May 25.

Important Note: Especially the grading of your paper (version submitted by May 25!) will
heavily consider your own work in summarising, outlining, and explaining the respective top-
ics. The paper has to be a complete text that you have entirely worked out (and formulated) on
your own. Submitting only copies of slides or simply putting together excepts from papers is
not sufficient.

Any third-part material (including images) used in the paper has to be clearly marked as
such! (using citations, etc.)

Website

More information about the seminar, for example time and day of the talks, as well as all dead-
lines will be given on the website

http://www5.in.tum.de/wiki/index.php/CSE_Seminar_Benefits_of_Hierarchy_and_

Adaptivity_-_Summer_09

It will also show the final list of speakers and topics.

Miriam Mehl
Michael Bader
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